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Lynch Law. 203 

Marriage bonds: Sept. 14, 1747; Thomas Massie to Susanna Holland. 
Security, Henry Martin. 

Mch. 27, 1756, Benjamin Mitchell to Anne Massie, widow of David 
Massie. Security, William Peridns. Witnesses, William Mosely, Su- 
sannah Robards. 

William Perkins to Susannah Massie, widow of Thomas Massie, 
dec'd, Feb. 23, 1756. 

Thomas Massie & Elizabeth Massie, daughter of Nathaniel Massie. 
Sec. William Massie. June 25, 1776. 

Virginia Gazette. 

Mrs. Cecelia Darracott, wife of Capt. John Darracott, died at his 
house in Hanover, and was interred in New Kent at her father's, Mr. 
William (Thomas) Massey's Plantation. Va. Gazette, Dec. 9, 1737. 

There is an "ad" in the Gazette for July 18, 1751, in regard to the 
estate of William Massie, dec'd. 

In the same paper for August 29, 1751, Thomas Massie, of Gooch- 
land county, advertised for sale 440 acres on Black Creek, in New Kent 
county. Purchaser is directed to apply to said Massie or to Gideon 
Massie, of New Kent. 

College Catalogue. 

Thomas & William Massie were students at William and Mary Col- 
lege in 17o9-60. 

"Life or Nathaniel Massie." 

Charles Massie came from the Mersey to the James about 1690, and 
located in New Kent county, Va., together with two brothers. About 
1760 Nathaniel Massie, Sr. (son of Charles), married Elizabeth, eldest 
daughter of Thomas Watkins, of Chickahominy, and moved to Gooch- 
land county, on the James river, where his father Charles had several 
grants of land. His first child was Nathaniel Massie, founder of Chilli- 
cothe, in Ohio. He was born December 28, 1763, and had three brothers 
and a sister. Two years later his father married again, and a large 
number of half-brothers and sisters were added to the family. 



LYNCH LAW. 



"In the Nation of December 4, 1902, pp. 439-441, will be 
found a string of examples of this term, going back to 1817. 
In that year Judge Spencer Roane, in some recollections of his 
father-in-law, Patrick Henry, said: 'In the year 1792 there 
were many suits on the south side of James river for inflicting 
Lynch's law.' (Wirt's Life of Henry, 1818, p. 372.) In a note, 
but whether written by Roane or by Wirt is uncertain, we read : 
"Thirty-nine lashes, inflicted without trial or law, on mere sua- 
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picion of guilt, which could not be regularly proven. This law- 
less practice, which, sometimes by the order of a magistrate, 
fiometimes without, prevailed extensively in the upper counties 
on James river, took its name from the gentleman who first set 
the example of it.' It has frequently been asserted that this 
gentleman was Charles Lynch, of Virginia (born in 1736, died 
in 1796), but as yet no proof has been produced to connect lynch 
law with Charles Lynch. Will not some of your Virginia 
scholars take the matter up, search the records, and give us the 
facts about those suits alluded to by Judge Roane? The early 
history of lynch law is very obscure, and I know of no example 
of the term previous to 1817. As I have in preparation an ex- 
tended paper on the subject, I should welcome any information 
relating to the practice before 1817." — Albert Matthews, Boston. 
In an article published in the Richmond Standard for No- 
vember 1, 1879, A. B. refers to Hening's Statutes at Large, 
Vol. XI., pp. 134, 135, in support of the connection of Charles 
Lynch with lynch law. The story seems to be as follows: In 
1780 Southwest Virginia was infested by a band of Tories, who 
committed outrages upon defenceless inhabitants. Then^ as the 
act recites, "William Preston, Robert Adams, Jun., James Calla- 
way and Charles Lynch, and other faithful citizens, aided by 
detachments of volunteers from different parts of the State, did 
by timely and effectual measures suppress such conspiracies by 
measures not strictly warranted by law, although justifiable 
from the imminence of the danger." 

Actions and suits were commenced against Lynch and his 
associates, and in 1782 they applied and obtained an act of in- 
demnity from the General Assembly. Probably Roane, in giv- 
ing 1792 as the date of these suits, intended 1782. 

Of those who were conspicuous in acting outside of the law, 
Col. William Preston was the only son of John and Elizabeth 
(Patton) Preston. He was born in Ireland about 1731, emi- 
grated with his parents to America in 1740, and died at his 
seat in Augusta county in 1783. He was a burgess in the As- 
sembly, county lieutenant of Pincastle and Montgomery, and "a 
man of very marked decision and efficiency of character." He 
was the founder of the distinguished Preston family, which has 
given so many brilliant names to the State and national history. 
Captain Robert Adams, Jr., of Campbell county, was a 
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brother-in-law of Col. Charles Lynch, and son of Robert Adams, 
whose father of the same name came from New Kent county, 
died in Goochland county in 1740, where his will, naming his 
son Robert, is recorded. A snatch of an old song of the Revo- 
lution is still repeated in Campbell county : 

"Hurrah for Captain Bob, Colonels Lynch and Callaway ! 
They never let a Tory rest till he cries out, 'Liberty!' " 

Col. James Callaway was the son of William Callaway, gent., 
who in 1761 "made a free gift of 100 acres of land in the county 
of Bedford, adjoining the court-house of the said county, to be 
eettled into a town," known by the name of New London (Hen- 
ing Stats., VII., 203). During the Revolution New London 
contained some seventy or eighty houses. Capt. James Callaway 
was born December 21, 1763, and died November 1, 1809. He 
married three times, and had twenty-two children, eleven of 
whom married and left issue. 

Col. Charles Lynch was the son of Charles Lynch and Sarah 
his wife. He commanded a regiment of riflemen at the battle 
of Guildford Court-house. He was the brother of John Lynch, 
the founder of Lynchburg. His residence was on the Staunton 
river, in the southwestern part of Campbell county, and in 1843 
it was the seat of his grandson Charles Henry Lynch. A son, 
Charles Lynch, was Governor of Louisiana. 



EXTRACTS PROM VIRGINIA GAZETTE OF AUGUST 27, 

1756. 

Theodoriek Bland of Prince George Co. advertises for a tutor 
to teach reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

Advertised for sale a tract of land in Halifax County con- 
taining 1616 acres, plate, household furniture, some European 
goods just imported, a four-wheeled chaise, a pole chaise, some 
good old Madeira wine, and many other things of value. To be 
sold at the late dwelling house of Col. Martin* deceased, in 
King William County. 

• Col. John Martin married Martha (born 1703, died May 27, 1738), 
daughter of Major Lewis Burwell and Martha Lear his wife. They 
had issue three sons and four daughters. (Quabtebly, XL, 146.) One 



